A Blackwater Valley VO‘un eer
" Countryside Partnership  ( EEEEDID

Great Burnet success
at Hawley Meadows

Focus on Southwood
Woodland

Volunteer blog - Joe

Fallen trees in rivers -
Hindrance or Haven?

Charlie from Sage Ltd. gets stuck into
constructing a glorious bird-viewing screen

A big thank you to
all our volunteers

This has been a bumper year for volunteers helping So a big thank you to all our
Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership (BVCP). volunteers who give up their
Volunteers support all aspects of our work from practical time to get stuck in, with a
conservation work to helping in the office, that simply special mention for Paul
wouldn’t be possible without all their hard work. Saunders, Norman Birkett &
Tony Elston.

In 2009 we hosted more corporate conservation days
working with companies including QinetiQ, 3M, Lilly
Pharmaceuticals and the Environment Agency. It was also
rewarding to work with volunteer groups with additional
needs, such as Rushmoor Volunteer Gardening Project
and to recruit disengaged young people from the e2e
Enhams scheme.

In 2008/9 we benefited from 1,104 volunteer days

(measured as one volunteer per day), which represents

1/7t of all the volunteering undertaken by Hampshire

County Council Countryside Services.

Christmas task clearing heathland at
Frensham Little Pond with Tim
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Burnet flourishes
with great fencing

At Hawley Meadows, Great Burnet is flourishing
thanks to the efforts of volunteers to repair the
fencing, ensuring we can continue to graze the
meadows.

Great Burnet is a notable plant species in
Hampshire. It is also an indicator species for well-
managed unimproved lowland grassland, where
the lack of added fertilisers helps to promote a
more diverse selection of plants. Great Burnet
benefits from grazing as the cows’ munching helps
to reduce soil nutrients, that would otherwise be
absorbed if the grass is left ungrazed or haycut.
Grazing also open up patches of bare soil, which
are ideal for seeds to germinate.

Over the last year volunteers did a fantastic job
repairing 150m of boundary fence south of the car
park. This valuable work means we can keep the
cows safe and reduce their escapades onto the
road. Thanks to these efforts the Great Burnet is
doing well with 70 plants seen in 2005, and a
bumper 109 unearthed last year.

Distinctive dark pink flower head of
Great burnet (Sanguisorba officinalis )
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All part off
the experience

Sally & Chereise repairing a fence on the
Blackwater Valley Path

Four students from Guildford College’s Merrist Wood
campus are currently getting a taste of working life at
BVCP. Most students find the experience a positive
one. Sally, who comes in one day a week and is
studying for a National Certificate in Countryside
Management said:

“Working with BVCP has been extremely helpful as it
gives us the opportunity to put the theory into practise
and develop new skills, whilst also learning about real
life in the countryside sector.”

A fond farewell

We will shortly be saying farewell to
Alex who has been with BVCP as a
Project Officer since January 2009.
Dan joined us in January on a six
month placement as a Trainee
Ranger, so best of luck to him.
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Southwood Woodland

Southwood Woodland is a 32ha wood and lies just west of Southwood Golf Course in west Farnborough.
The site has been recently opened to the public with a volunteer group established by BVCP in partnership
with Rushmoor Borough Council (RBC). Southwood has been adopted as a Suitable Alternative Natural
Greenspace (SANG) by RBC to mitigate the impact of additional housing on the local Special Protected
Areas (SPA) of heathland. Improvements in accessibility, nature conservation and community involvement
are being funded through developer contributions.

The Southwood volunteers meet on the 4" Sunday of the
month and have already got stuck into improving the site.
So far they have felled invasive willow from the meadow
glades (with obligatory bonfire for marshmallows), cleared
4ha of historic debris and litter, removed 500m of
redundant barbed wire fencing and helped out Cove brook
Greenway Group at Southwood Meadows over the

summer.

Other volunteers have been recruited from the community
including 2" Cove Guides, Henry Tyndale School and 1st
Cove Scout Group who earned their forestry badge.

Southwood Woodland contains many veteran oaks plus
birch and wet woodland. If you're out and about you may
well unearth a lesser-spotted woodpecker or see bats and

even glow worms on summer evenings.

Constructing a bridge over the Long Island
ditch at Moor Green Lakes

2nd Cove Guides tree planting

Volunteer Blog

Joe has been learning the ropes as a Trainee Ranger,
getting stuck in with the Tuesday volunteers since
October.

“l really enjoyed helping build the bridge at Moor Green
Lakes with the group of volunteers. | was amazed how
quick and effectively it was built and it was very sturdy and
strong.” he commented.

Joe has come on leaps and bounds learning how to
organise a conservation task and has excelled in teaching
the new recruits.

Thanks to Joe and the other volunteers, the new bridge -
using the patented ‘Tony Elston design’, will prove very
useful. With the improved access we can now manage
the scrub more effectively on the south of Long Island.
Also with the pontoon in place, we will even be able to
drive the ride-on-mower across from the ‘mainland’.



Fallen Trees i Rivers

We are all aware of the problems that fallen trees can cause
in rivers, such as obstructing the channel and increasing the
flood risk, but have you ever considered the advantages?

When a oak tree toppled into the River Blackwater at
Shepherd Meadows we contacted the Environment Agency
(EA) to look at the tree. We discussed the main flood risks
that can be posed by fallen trees, e.g. diverting flow to erode
defences, obstructing a large proportion of the channel, or
blocking bridges so reducing the capacity for water to flow
underneath.

In this case, not enough of the channel is blocked to cause
water to flood over the bank and the risk of it drifting off is low,
so the tree will be retained. We will be monitoring the fallen
tree and will secure or remove it if problems occur.

It may surprise you to hear that this fallen tree will provide a
much needed habitat in the river. Like most modern rivers,
the channel of the River Backwater is generally uniform with
straight sides and a flat bottom, produced through channel
diversions and ‘tidying’ of the river. The fallen tree will
produce eddies with slower flowing areas and submerged
timber important for many invertebrates. Also gravel from the
eroded bank may create shallow stony banks, ideal for fish
spawning. If you see any spawning fish during May or June,
please contact Dominic Martyn (Environment Agency
Fisheries Officer on 01276 454 358).

The Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership is
funded by County, District, Town and Parish Councils
along the River Blackwater. It works to promote
community action in conservation and recreation and
to protect the Valley for the enjoyment and well being
of local residents.

If you would like to find out more about the
volunteering opportunities available at BVCP
or have any questions, please give us a call.

Where possible the EA are now retaining
these natural features and have even
deliberately installed ‘fallen’ trees in the
River Blackwater, such as at Hawley
Meadows. Installing a similar sized tree to
the one that has naturally fallen in at
Shepherd Meadows would cost in the
region of £2,000!

The natural fallen oak at Shepherd Meadows

Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership

Ash Lock Cottage, Government Road,
Aldershot GU11 2PS
Tel: 01252 331353,

email blackwater.valley@hants.gov.uk

or visit www.blackwater-valley.org.uk

BVCP is funded through contributions from: Hampshire County Council, Surrey County Council; the District, Town and
Borough Councils of Blackwater & Hawley, Farnham, Guildford, Hart, Rushmoor, Sandhurst, Surrey Heath, Waverley,

Wokingham and Yateley.



